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Daniel Carswell, deplaning at Homestead Air Force Base, Homestead, Florida— April 23, 1963—7 
months before he fired at John F. Kennedy. Inset: The third tramp arrested Dealy Plaza minutes after 
the assassination — November 22, 1963 — note similarities in nose, ear, hairline, eyes, chin and gait. 
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by A. J. Weberman 

In the first major break in the 
JFK assassination case since the 
1973 identification of two of the 
gunmen as Waterbuggers Frank 
Sturgis and E. Howard Hunt, in- 
vestigators now feel certain that 
they have identified the third gun- 
man. The three “mystery tramps” 
have baffled government in- 
vestigators for almost 16 years ever 
since they were arrested near the 
grassy knoll only minutes after the 
shooting of President Kennedy in 
1963. 

The third tramp uses the pseudonym 
“Daniel L. Carswell”. As of this time his 
real name remains unknown. was 
allegedly familiar with “bugging opera- 
tions” against the Communists in Eastern 
Europe and showed up in Havana in 
September 1960. 

Carswell was in Cuba to run an opera- 
tion against the Chinese Communists 
(Chicoms) who were highly influential 
there around this time. According to Gerry 
Patrick Hemming, who revealed Carswell 
was the “Oswald-like” tramp, the purpose 
of the mission was to steal the Chicoi:' 
codebook from their “press service” 
-Hsinhua - the New China News Agency. 
Carswell and his crew were going to drill a 
hole through the ceiling of the “news agen- 
cy” then pump cooking gas in, which 
would later be ignited. After the explosion 
Carswell would rush downstairs, steal the 
codebook and hope the Chicoms thought 
it was destroyed in the explosion and 
subsequent fire. At least one or two 
Hsinhua “correspondents” were to be kill- 
ed in the explosion.* Carswell, allegedly an 
“electronics specialist” for the Technical- 
Service Division of the CIA was in reality 
(heir most accomplished professional 
assassin. If the conspirators were ap- 
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prchendcd (hey were lo tell the Cuban 
Secret Police they were on a bugging mis- 
sion for the United Slates Embassy on a 
contractual basis. The CIA supplied them 
with out-moded bugging equipment to 
support their story. 

On September 15, 1960 “Daniel 

L. Carswell, Eustace H. Vanbrunt and Ed- 
mund Taransky (these were the names on 
their passports) were arrested in an apart- 
ment above the New China News Agency 
carrying out the afore-mentioned opera- 
tion. CarsWcll told the G-2 that lie was on 
the way back to the United Slates when so- 
meone in the American Embassy asked 
him to do a “small favor” - fix some elec- 
tronic equipment in an apartment that was 
serving as a CIA listening post. 

As a result of the arrest of Carswell, 
Vanbrunt and Taransky, two American of- 
ficials were expelled from Cuba and the 
United States Ambassador was restricted 
to a ten block area. American-Cuba rela- 
tions plummeted to an all time low. 

In Langley, Carswell’s Case Officer - 
reported the extent of Carswell’s 
knowledge of CIA assassination opera- 
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tions to his superior. It was eventually 
decided that he had to be ex-filtrated from 
Cuba at all costs. Columnist Jack Ander- 
son reported that the CIA contacted 
Charles Siragusa, a former OSS officer 
who was a high official in the Federal 
Bureau of Narcotics. The CIA asked him 
to contact individuals known to him in the 
National Crime Syndicate and offer them 
one million dollars lo break Carswell out 
of prison and deliver him safely to the 
United States. Anderson believes that the 
reason the CIA was so anxious to get 
Carswell out of Cuba was because “one of 
the men knows the names of the Cubans 
involved in the operation”. 

On the eighteenth of December, I960, 
Carswell was given a military trial and on 
January 11, I960 he was sentenced to 30 
years in La Cabana fortress prison. His co- 
defendants received identical sentences. 

At La Cabana, Carswell met John Mar- 
tino. In his book, I Was Castro's Prisoner, 
Martino recalls his first conversation with 
Carswell. “He told me — *We had drilled 
through the floor, which is the ceiling of 
the Chinese News Agency, and we were 
about to lower a microphone into the next 



room so that we could pul everything that 
was said there on tape.’ ” Carswell and. 
Martino became close friends: — Carswell 
shared the special food he received from 
the American Embassy with Martino — / 
coincidentally both men shared a common 
lawyer. When Carswell was released in 
April of 1963, he gave all of his personal 
possessions to Martino. Carswell’s release 
had finally been secured by the CIA. 
William Donovan, the former head of the 
OSS, had arranged a trade. In return for 
Carswell, Vanbrunt and Taransky, the 
United Stales released four Castro G-2 
men, including the notorious Francisco 
“the hook” Molina, who was serving a 20 
year sentence for the murder of a nine year 
old. Govenor Nelson Rockefeller of New 
York personally pardoned Molina. Ed- 
ward Arthur claims that the CIA made a 
large cash payment to Cuba in order to 
secure Carswell’s release. - 
On April 23, 1963, the man who would 
eventually assassinate the President of the 
United States landed at Homestead Air- 
force Base in Florida where he received a 
hero’s welcome. In New York City, the 
now-dcfunct World-Telegram and Sun ran 
a banner which read - "CIA Trio Slips 
Past Castro in Swap". The article stated 
that the trio’s CIA connection had been 



sources.. 

Carswell did not leave a forwarding ad- 
dress with the American Red Cross. 
Presumably he returned to his home in 
suburban Virginia where he was debriefed 
by the CIA. A few weeks later, after being 
given a “leave of absence”, Carswell flew 
to Miami where he made contact with his 
personal friend, Evcrctte Howard Hunt. 
Carswell wanted to kill Kennedy for letting 
him rot in Castro’s prison for three years. 
He soon became part of the conspiracy 
Hunt was co-ordinating which would 
culminate in the events that occurred in 
Dcaly Plaza on November 22, 1963. The 
author and publisher of this article 
challenges “Daniel L. Carswell” to come 
forward in a court of law and refute these 
charges. 

♦There is some precedent for this sort of 
operation. The New York Times reported 
that during the overthrow of Kwame 
Nkrumah, the left-leaning, democratically 
elected leader of Ghana, the CIA Station 
Chief of Accra requested that a group of 
para-militarists storm the Chicom Em- 
bassy, kill everyone there, then steal the 
codebooks and records of the installation. 
Before leaving the group would blow up 
the building so it would look like the Em- 
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